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We are Prinovis UK, 
a passionate, experienced 
and innovative provider of 
print services. Our proven 
track record in producing 
consistently high quality 
means you can trust us 
to deliver the best results. 
Quality, speed and 
fl exibility are at the heart 
of everything we do.

Prinovis UK

The Prinovis Group

Prinovis is Europe’s largest printing 
services provider and part of the 
Bertelsmann Printing Group. 

Prinovis has its headquarters in Hamburg, 
four printing facilities (in Germany and the 
United Kingdom) and also a representative 
offi ce in Paris. We offer our customers a wide 
portfolio of solutions – from the conceptual 
work, via gravure printing and web offset 
printing, right through to product binding 
and logistics. 

Based on our staff’s many years of experience 
and commitment, with the support of our 
shareholder Bertelsmann, we stand for 
the development and implementation of 
innovative and qualitatively high-calibre 
services and products.

Individual customer care is a key goal for us: 
as part of this, we see ourselves as the fi rst 
point of contact for our customers, providing 
comprehensive advice so as to fi nd the very 
best solution to meet your needs.

Welcome to the 
second Prinovis UK 
Environmental Report

We’d love to hear from you.

Director Statement

Contact Us

If you want to know more about any of our services, 
contact one of our team today on 0151 494 5200.

Richard Gray
Managing Director
Prinovis UK

Since the publication of our fi rst report 
in 2014 we have continued to invest and 
improve our environmental sustainability.

In this report you will fi nd our main policies 
and standards, together with updates on 
the progress we’ve made around paper, ink, 
energy, air, water, waste and recycling.
Continuous Improvement is a major theme 
at Prinovis UK which drives change across
the plant, including all aspects of our 
environmental policy.

I hope you fi nd this report informative
and enjoy reading about our progress.
If you have any feedback or want to know 
more about our services, we’d love to hear 
from you.
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An active environmental 
and energy policy 

Our Guidelines

Prinovis is committed to its responsibilities toward 
society and the environment, which are part and parcel of 
producing printed products and offering communications 
services. In order to fulfil these responsibilities,  
the company has an active environmental and energy 
policy. It is based on the following ten guidelines:

Legal requirements  
are fulfilled as a matter  

of course. Prinovis takes 
note of all relevant laws  

and regulations. We inform  
those within the company  

of any amendments  
as soon as they occur.  

This allows our company 
managers to ensure that  
all the legal regulations  

are implemented.

Above and beyond  
the legal requirements,  

we have developed  
our own, more extensive 

internal requirements  
and standards. These apply 

to the construction and 
operation of our facilities, 
as well as to our services. 

These are also binding 
requirements for Prinovis. Prinovis employs the best available 

technology in order to avoid  
or minimize negative effects on the 
environment as far as economically 

feasible. At the same time,  
we promote investments and 

research projects relating to the 
development of innovative,  

eco-friendly technologies and  
production processes.

LEGAL  
REQUIREMENTS

INTERNAL  
STANDARDS

OUR INVESTMENT
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We regularly conduct preventive 
safety measures in order to avoid the 
negative effects that an accident could 
have on the environment. We see high 

safety standards at our facilities  
as an investment in both the 
environment and the future.

PREVENTION
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Having clear environmental and energy  
targets, as well as concrete measures for 

implementing them, ensures that our policy  
is applied consistently. With this in mind,  
we work with our colleagues, suppliers  

and customers on an annual basis to draw  
up measures that will improve our 

environmental situation.

INTERNAL TARGETS
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The active participation  
of all our employees  
is essential if we are  
to make an extensive  

contribution to protecting  
the environment.  

Prinovis asks all  
its employees to act  
with responsibility  

toward the community  
and the environment. 

 
At the same time,  

Prinovis provides regular  
training and instruction  
in occupational safety  

and environmental  
protection matters in  

order to raise awareness  
and promote the acquisition  

of qualifications  
in this field.

OUR EMPLOYEES
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Prinovis reviews 
its activities and 

products in terms of 
their environmental 

sustainability.  
 

This in-house analysis 
serves to optimize and 

expand the use of  
eco-friendly processes.

INTERNAL 
CONTROLS

7

Our partnerships with authorities 
and specialist bodies facilitate the 
intensive and timely exchange of 

ideas with experts from a range of 
disciplines. We plan, construct and 
operate our facilities in the context 
of an open dialogue with others, 

taking into account ecological 
aspects and safety.

EXCHANGE ON  
MANY LEVELS

9
Because information and communication  

are a part of the corporate culture  
at Prinovis, we publish the environmental 

aspects of our business in regular 
Environmental reports. We foster an 
open and constructive dialogue with 

our colleagues, customers and business 
partners, and also with industry associations. 

The management thus makes available  
all of the information and resources  

that are required to meet the strategic  
and operative targets.

COMPREHENSIVE 
COMMUNICATIONS
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The implementation and 
development of our guidelines  

is subject to regular checks, 
including unannounced audits.  

If there are reasons for complaint, 
we act immediately to remedy  

the deficiencies.

INDEPENDENT 
CONTROLS

8
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The Prinovis group 
prints over one million 
tonnes of paper each 
year through our FSC 
& PEFC certified plants

Paper

All the paper suppliers 
we use have FSC (Forest 
Stewardship Council) or 
PEFC (the Programme for 
the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification) certification 
and focus on sustainable 
forest management.

All Prinovis printing plants 
are certified according to the 
leading standards of the FSC 
and the PEFC, a first for any 
gravure printing company.

For 40% of the periodicals 
we produce, customers  
use digital and paperless 
soft-proof methods for 
binding colour checks.  
This saves ink, paper  
and transport – as well as 
enabling faster corrections.

Our Plant

Our modern print plant in Liverpool houses multiple 
presses and finishing systems. Our constant innovation 
and investment puts us at the forefront of printing trends, 
allowing us to deliver your content the way you want it. 
We take trust and security seriously and we’re experienced 
in printing sensitive and confidential projects.

Mission Statement

Prinovis UK recognises its responsibility to the environment and society 
and constantly looks for new ways to limit environmental impact through:

Committed to the efficient use of resources and energy.

Headlines

Responsible  
paper  

sourcing

Innovative  
energy  

generation

A corporate 
commitment to 

reducing emissions 
and water usage

Recycling  
best  

practice

In 2015, Prinovis UK gained ISO 50001 
certification, the international energy 
management system standard, that  
aims to reduce energy consumption  
by improving efficiency. 

The Prinovis UK Liverpool site is also  
ISO 14001 certified. This guarantees the 
deliberate planning, control and supervision 
of all technical and organisational activities 
that affect the environment. 

CO2 
emissions

DOWN BY  
23.1%

since 2010

Imported 
electricity 

DOWN BY  
79.5%

since 2010

98% 
of paper waste  

recycled back into  
the paper process 

Energy 
consumption

DOWN BY  
14.9%

since 2010
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We achieve in excess 
of 99.5% solvent 
recovery, the highest 
level in the sector

Ink

Toluene is used within the gravure 
printing process as a solvent to 
speed up the ink drying process. 

The dryers on our modern presses enable prolonged 
drying which reduces Toluene emissions to air.

Exhaust air which contains the solvent is 
continuously extracted from the presses 
and pressroom, then passed through  
an activated charcoal filter, the absorbed 
solvent is then recovered for re-use.

The level of solvent recovery throughout the process 
is optimised through the use of additional charcoal 
filters and more frequent desorption cycles.

Our multi-million pound investment in a closed-loop system, 
which re-circulates cleaned air back in to the system, helps us 
achieve the highest levels of solvent recovery within the sector.

More than 99.5% of the solvent 
is recovered for re-use.

1 Efficiency level certified by CHPQA.

Our fuel efficiency is an 
industry-leading 85% 1

Energy

In 2015, Prinovis UK gained ISO 50001 certification, 
the international energy management system 
standard, that aims to reduce energy consumption 
by improving efficiency.
Our trigeneration plant which is regulated in accordance with the 
CHPQA scheme simultaneously generates electricity as well as heating 
and cooling for the plant. Our combined Heat and Power (CHP) system 
generates electrical energy with a high degree of fuel efficiency.

Total energy consumption for our site comes from our gas turbines and 
boilers as well as imported electrical power from the external network.

Our total energy 
consumption  

is down

14.9%
since 2010.

Our natural gas 
consumption  

is down

11.4%
since 2010.

Our imported 
electricity 

consumption  
is down

79.5%
since 2010.

We 
generate 

more than

of our own 
electricity.

93%
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Our CO2 emissions have 
reduced by 23% since 2010

The quality of wastewater 
leaving our site is 
significantly higher than 
that of private households

Air Water

STEAM TO SITE

STACK

FEED WATER

ELECTRICITY 
TO SITE

HOT 
EXHAUST 
GASES

HEAT RECOVERY BOILER

FUEL

AIR GAS TURBINE GENERATOR

We work with employees and stakeholders 
to minimise our environmental impact by 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

• We reduced our CO2 emissions by 3.9% between 2013 and 2015. 

• Combined Heat and Power (CHP) steam, generated from  
its two gas boilers, reduced by 1.7% between 2013 and 2015.  
It’s reduced 14.8% since 2010.

A CHP that is well designed and operated will always improve energy 
efficiency and significantly reduce CO2 emissions.2

2 Department of Energy & Climate Change.

Our wastewater is  
carefully processed,  
strictly monitored,  
and also re-used in  

our CHP cooling towers.

All equipment is calibrated  
annually to aid the reduction  

of water usage.

All water consumers  
are metered on site  
to target high users.
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98% of paper waste 
produced at Prinovis 
is recycled back into 
the paper process

Prinovis UK is the 
first UK gravure 
printer to have 
been awarded the 
EU Ecolabel across 
a range of papers 
and products

Waste & Recycling EU Ecolabel

All scrap copper used for the engraving  
of our cylinders is recycled after use.

Copper can be recycled without loss  
of quality, and recycling eliminates the  
need to extract the raw material in copper 
mines that consumes far more energy  
than melting scrap.

We handle the raw material so carefully  
that only 5% is lost.

We now recycle cardboard, plastic  
and polywrap reels and have reduced  
the amount of paper sent to landfill.

Following a full assessment of the site  
each workstation now has specifically  
tailored waste receptacles and segregated 
colour-coded waste streams. The size of  
the general waste bins has been reduced  
to encourage recycling.

The awarding body of the European 
Commission, NEL, has confirmed that  
Prinovis UK has exceeded the criteria  
required to achieve accreditation for  
gravure print production for a range  
of papers and products.  

The EU Ecolabel, managed by the  
European Commission and authorities  
in every EU Member State is a long  
standing and reliable environmental  
label customers and end users can trust.
 
Right at the core of the EU Ecolabel is  
the life-cycle approach. All of the products  
that display the EU Ecolabel have been 
designed to ensure that their main 
environmental impacts are reduced 
throughout the product’s life-cycle. 

To be awarded the label products  
and services must comply with 
ecological criteria that are set  
by panels of stakeholders and 
assessed by independent experts.  
In particular it requires that products 
carrying the label:

• Produce less waste and pollution 
when compared with similar 
products on the market. 

• Minimise the use of hazardous 
substances which can harm 
your health, animal and plant life.
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Our progress at a glance Glossary
Company Data Company Vocabulary

CHP
Combined heat and power (CHP) integrates the 
production of usable heat and power (electricity), 
in one single, highly efficient process. 

CHP generates electricity whilst also capturing 
usable heat that is produced in this process.  
This contrasts with conventional ways of  
generating electricity where vast amounts  
of heat is simply wasted.

CLOSED-LOOP SYSTEM
The recovery system used by Prinovis includes  
a closed-loop system which recirculates cleaned air 
back into the installation to further reduce emissions 
to ambient air. Closed-loop systems only feature on 
new Gravure presses used in combination with  
a new solvent recovery system.

EU ECOLABEL
All products that display the EU Ecolabel have  
been designed to ensure that their main 
environmental impacts are reduced throughout  
the product’s life-cycle. Products must comply  
with ecological criteria that are set by panels  
of stakeholders and assessed by independent 
experts. Recognised throughout Europe, 
EU Ecolabel is a voluntary label promoting 
environmental excellence which can be trusted. 

FSC®
The ‘Forest Stewardship Council’ (FSC) is an 
independent, non-governmental, not for profit 
organization established to promote the responsible 
management of the world’s forests. FSC developed 
the first system to certify sustainable forestry.

ISO 14001
An ISO 14001 Environmental Management  
System (EMS) aims to help organizations  
minimise the ways in which their operations  
may affect the environment and assists with 
compliance to applicable laws and regulation.

ISO 14001 certification provides an organisation’s 
customers, suppliers, employees and other 
stakeholders with evidence of the operations 
commitment to environmental protection.

ISO 50001
An ISO 50001 Energy Management System  
is aimed to make it easier for organizations  
to integrate energy management into their  
overall efforts to improve quality and  
environmental management.

ISO 50001 provides a framework of requirements  
for organizations to develop a policy for more 
efficient use of energy, fix targets and objectives  
to meet the policy, use data to better understand 
and make decisions about energy use, measure 
the results, review how well the policy works  
and continually improve energy management.

PEFC
The ‘Programme for the Endorsement of  
Forest Certification’ (PEFC) is non-profit,  
non-governmental organization dedicated  
to promoting sustainable forest management,  
based on agreements made by the Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. 

SOFT PROOF
A mechanism that allows you to view on  
a colour-accurate monitor exactly how your  
print will appear on a specific paper. Used for 
approving the subsequent, physical, printout.

TOLUENE (C7H8)
An aromatic, highly volatile chemical solvent  
which converts the resin-coated colour pigments 
into a printable state.

WASTE PAPER
Paper that is no longer usable due to printing errors 
and/or flaws in the paper, as well as technology-
induced remnants such as trim waste.

CHP GENERATED STEAM (MWh)

NATURAL GAS USAGE (KWh)

TOTAL CO2 EMISSIONS (Tonnes)

TOTAL ENERGY CONSUMPTION (KWh)

In 2015 we experienced a change in our work mix which affected energy usage for that year. This is reflected in the above key indicators.
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Prinovis UK Ltd.
Liverpool International Business Park
4 Dakota Drive
Liverpool
L24 8RJ
UK

+44 151 494 5200

www.prinovis.co.uk
UKPrint@prinovis.com


